NEW YEAR MESSAGE
TO THE FACULTY & STAFF

ON ORIENTATION DAY

AUGUST 5, 2010

Fellow administrators

My dear faculty and staff.

We thank God for making it possible for us to meet together as a family again. People do meet together often. That is common. However, it is a thrilling experience when all the members are granted life to see each other again after a gap of almost three months.

First, let us thank God for granting us life. None of us has so far experienced any major accident or sickness. God has been kind and gracious to us. On this note, I would like to welcome each of you. Thank God you are here today.
I want to specially welcome those who went for their holidays and are back. If you are here alone, carry our ‘welcome back’ greetings to your family members.

I would also like to thank those who stayed behind while many of us were away. To those who kept the campus clean I would like to thank you immensely.

There are some of us who went through wonderful and enchanting experiences. We want to thank God on your behalf. Those who have ‘new-borns’ and those who got married. We will continue to pray for you. Congratulations! 
Others went through painful and bitter experiences. We still thank God for all those trials. We express out condolences. Painful still was the demise of one or our lecturers, Mr. Musana (Let us all stand and observe a minute of silence).

On a general note, I would like to thank each of you for your support and cooperation which always dilute the fear of being left alone. The unity and love you show, the suggestions you give, and the ideas you initiate and generate are weapons which propel the administration to function. For all these I do say, thank you.
I would like to make a summary of what happened at the General Conference Session in Atlanta, Georgia. The main issues were:
(a) Election of new officials


(b) Revision of certain portions of the church manual

(c) Revision of certain portions of the church policy 

Much time was spent on discussing the changes made in the church manual including ordination of deaconesses and marriage.
Bugema University was able to exhibit the souvenirs that we went with. Mrs. Manu was in the booth with the ECD ladies and had the opportunity to speak to many visitors and delegates about Bugema University.

While in the United States, I had an opportunity to talk to the President of Adventist University of the Philippines about the MPH program that they want to offer at Bugema University. Negotiations are still on, and hopefully things will happen in the right direction.

I also had the opportunity to talk to the President of Washington Adventist University for the possibility of offering a Nursing program at Bugema.. He had promised to be with us for our graduation in November for further discussions on the issue.
Dear Faculty and Staff, another new year is about to begin. This is the time to introspect and do our own SWOT analysis. Let us have the vibrancy underscored with commitment and dedication. Let us be honest coupled with a sense of purpose. May transparency and fluency guide our profession. May we stand and fall for each other, protecting our faith, institution and the mission. May we stand as an epitome and monument of love and unity.
For the Deans and Heads of Departments, I pray that you defend your Schools and Departments. I wish that you called sin by its right name. Money is important but don’t sell your office for money and shame. Let us be brave and courageous. Be thorough with the Academic Bulletin so that you can deal with all the questions students raise about their academic pursuits and requirements. I will be glad to see you engaged in organizing seminars for your departments. Personally, I would like to see a healthy competition among the Schools and Departments.
To my dear lecturers, arm yourselves with commitment, mastery of subjects, punctuality, research mindedness and cooperation. Share ideas and support each other. Two heads are better than one. Pull resources together and synergize. Above all, dear lecturers, you should be people of integrity and God fearing.
For the non-teaching staff, please take your responsibilities serious. You know the time for your work and the duties assigned you. Help us to help you. We need your support. We really do.

Dear Colleagues, we are humans after all. However, let us know that way behind one important cement is tribalism, nationalism, racism, ethnocentrism and prejudice. The important cement that helps us to put all these behind is Adventism and Christianity. We are Adventists first.
If we believe that we are people waiting for Christ’s soon return, we will put away all these traits which try to divide us, hold on to our faith, stand for each other and wait patiently for that day. 
I want to wish you all a prosperous new school year.

Thank you once again and God bless your efforts.
